
Corpus Christi 2 - 6/19/22 
1 Cor 11:23-29; Jn 6:56-59 

 The story of the multiplication of the loaves appears in all four gospels.  It is central to 

understanding not only today’s feast, but also of what we do here today at this Mass - and at 

every Mass, for that matter.  

 At the Last Supper, Jesus gives us the way to regularly join to the sacrifice He will make 

for us - and to receive the fruits of that sacrifice.   It is a sacrifice in the model of the sacrifice of 

Melchizedek where bread and wine are offered by a mysterious priest not appointed by humans.  

It is a sacrifice in the model of the sacrifice of the spotless Lamb to save the people from death 

before they are led to promised land.  It is a sacrifice in the model of the sacrifices of the temple 

where animals were sacrificed, sins were forgiven, and their flesh was shared with the priests 

offering the sacrifice.  It is a sacrifice in the model of Jesus’ eternally offered sacrifice in heaven 

- eternally being offered because there is no time in heaven.  At the same moment, Jesus offers 

himself on the cross (like the Lamb being slain or the temple sacrifices), He takes his blood to be 

offered at the altar in heaven (in the same manner as on the Day of atonement in the temple as 

we read in Hebrews), and He returns with the flesh of that sacrifice to be shared (under the 

appearance of bread and wine like the sacrifice of Melchizedek).  As a priestly people, we 

participate in these aspects of the sacrifice of Jesus at Mass.  The body assembles, gifts are 

brought forward, the ordained priest lends his vocal cords to Jesus who speaks over the bread 

and wine the same words He did at the Last Supper, Jesus present in the Body offers the Body 

and Blood and then turns to provide us what was given to the disciples at the Last Supper.  

Remember, for God - the past, present, and future are all present at once.  At the same moment 

that Jesus is providing His Body and Blood at the Last Supper, He is doing the same for us.  At 

the same moment He is sacrificing itself on the altar of the Cross, He is presenting the Blood at 

the altar in heaven for our salvation, and also providing the fruits of that sacrifice to us. 

 Jesus provides the Last Supper (and likewise every Mass) as a point of contact between 

us and the eternal realities of heaven.  All of this is prefigured in the feeding of the people with 

the multiplication of the loaves in the Gospel.  The people are hungry, the Apostles want the 

people to go and find their own sustenance.  We too may be tempted to go out into the world to 

seek sustenance from the many sources of the world.  But these will leave you eternally hungry.  



Jesus says that He will give a food and drink that will not leave us hungry or thirsty again.  What 

is the source of this food? … God Himself.  In the desert during the Exodus the people received 

Manna from God to feed them.  At the multiplication of the loaves, Jesus - the bread come down 

from heaven - feeds the people in a desert place and says that His Body is bread come down 

from heaven.  Jesus shows at the multiplication of the loaves that not only can this heavenly 

bread be multiplied endlessly, but that He will hand this gift to His Church to celebrate in His 

name, until He comes again.  

 We hear today St. Paul repeat the words of institution from the Last Supper.   At the Last 

Supper Jesus says clearly that the Bread is His Body and the Wine is His Blood.   St. Paul clearly 

regards the Bread and wine that the community shares is the actual Body and Blood of Jesus.  He 

says that those who receive it unworthily bring judgement on themselves, because it is the Body 

and Blood of the Lord.  Jesus’ Body and Blood was present at the Last Supper, it was present in 

the earliest Masses - and it still is true today.  After the feeding at the multiplication of the loaves 

Jesus declares that His Body is real food and His Blood real drink.   This literal presence of the 

Body and Blood of Jesus was believed in by the disciples at the Last Supper, it was also believed 

to be present at each Eucharist by the early Church (as is testified by St. Paul and others), and we 

affirm that it is present here when we enter into that same moment of the Last Supper. 

 People in Jesus’ time were shocked when He said His flesh was real food and His blood 

real drink.  People disputed the continuation of that mystery at Masses, at various times.   People 

today - filled as they are with a secular spirit of materialism - doubt that this Blessed presence 

continues to this day.  None of those doubts, nor any doubts you may have, changes reality.  My 

doubts don't determine what is true - what is real is real because it is real - no matter how many 

people doubt it. 

 In this feast of Corpus Christi we rejoice that God has decided to not only to sacrifice 

Himself to redeem us, but that He make us priestly participators and sharers in the sacrifice.  We 

rejoice that we are given the Mass as a way to reenter the moment of the Last Supper when Jesus 

transformed the bread and wine into His Body and Blood, and also to reenter the same moment 

He presents the sacrifice to the Father for our salvation.  We rejoice that He then turns and offers 

- not the flesh of a lamb, not bread that nourished the body only - but the Divine presence 

contained under the appearance of bread and wine.  A food that nourishes spiritually and join us 

more deeply into the mystery of the Triune God - such a great gift, such a great privilege!


